
Welcome to SCB!
Wednesday, February 10th, 2016



Today’s Meeting Outline

• Creature Feature

• Issue of the Week

• Committee Updates

• Membership Fee Collection 

• T-Shirt Sales

• Committee Meetings

• External Initiatives



Creature Feature!
• The Eastern Red-backed Salamander 

(Plethodon cinereus)

• Is one of 55 species in the genus Plethodon, 

the Lungless Salamanders

• Breathes entirely through its permeable skin

• Thus is highly sensitive to changes in 

moisture level, acidity



Creature Feature!

• Small (5-10 cm) terrestrial 

salamander found in wooded 

areas in most of NE N. America

• There are 2 morphs, the red-

backed morph and the lead-

backed morph

• Unlike most other salamanders, 

they have no aquatic life stage

• Eggs are laid inside moist logs 

and guarded by the mother until 

they hatch!



Biomass of these salamanders compared to all other forms of life boggles the 

mind!



Batrachochytrium salamandrivorans is public enemy #1 for susceptible 

salamanders across the world right now. 



Creature Feature!
Canada is home to many susceptible species, but has a non-ideal 

environment for the spread of chytrid fungus with our current climate.

Numbers denote “high vulnerability zones based on potential Bsal habitat 

suitability, species richness, species endemism, and potential ports of 

entry.”



Creature Feature!

• What can you do? 

– DO NOT EVER release captive 

salamanders into the wild! 

– Report salamander sightings to the 

Ontario Nature Reptile and 

Amphibian Atlas.

– Voice your support for conservation 

projects that protect amphibian 

habitat like moist woodlands, 

wetlands and fishless lakes.

– Ontario Nature has a great Reptile 

and Amphibian Atlas App – check it 

out!



Issue of 

the Week



Committee Updates

• Do we have any updates from…

– Advertising/Social?
• Flyers and Slide looked AMAZING!

• Other updates?

– Education
• Schoolyard Naturalization update

• Other updates?

– Photo Contest
• Canvasing? Bateman print?

• Other updates?

– Sustainability/Issues
• Bake sale update

• “This Changes Everything” update

• Other updates?



Membership Fee Collection

• We will be passing around a cash box 

and member list

• If you wish to be an official member of 

SCB, place $5 in the box and sign your 

name

• If you aren’t able to give $5, just sign 

your name 



T-Shirts!

• We will be selling SCB t-shirts for $12

• They come in S, M, L, and XL



External Initiatives

• EEB Seminar: “A Student Perspective on 

PhD Training in Biology at Queen’s” on 

February 11th (Tomorrow!)

– https://eebseminar.wordpress.com/

• CRCA’s Valentine’s Day Evening Skate on 

February 14th

– http://www.queensevents.ca/event/crca-

valentines-evening-skate-weather-permitting/

https://eebseminar.wordpress.com/
http://www.queensevents.ca/event/crca-valentines-evening-skate-weather-permitting/

