
Welcome to SCB!
Wednesday, January 27th, 2016



Today’s Meeting Outline

• Creature Feature

• Issue of the Week

• Committee Updates

• Membership Fee Collection

• Committee Meetings

• External Initiatives



Creature Feature!

• Lake Sturgeon, Acipenser fulvescens

• Canada’s largest freshwater fish

• “Living fossils” – little change in body form since the Devonian

• Sturgeon, like salmon, return to spawn in the stream they were 

born each spring (can travel up to 400km)

• Bottom feeder with a cartilaginous skeleton

– Lack of teeth, so it swallows prey whole

– Barbels help the sturgeon locate bottom-dwelling prey

• Elongated, “torpedo-like” body that can grow over 2.2m (7.25ft) 

and up to 108kg (240lbs)

• Long-lived (up to 55 years)



Creature Feature!

• Vulnerable in the Great Lakes

– Occurs in the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River, but 

also across most of north America

– Habitat fragmentation and regulated water flow from dams 

are the greatest threats; other threats include invasive 

species, pollution, and poaching

• Previously killed as a nuisance by-catch because they 

damaged fishing gear; commercial fishery for meat and eggs 

brought in an average of 1800tonnes per year between 1879-

1900

• Conservation efforts have increased understanding of Lake 

Sturgeon (radiotelemetry); strict regulations on harvest, water 

quality improvement, and the role of hatcheries have allowed 

the species to bounce back in the Great Lakes



Do Tags Exceeding 2% of Total Body Weight 

Impair Lake Sturgeon Movement?
.

Zachary Snobi, Ryan Koenigs, Ronald Bruch, & Fredrick Binkowski

Published Sept. 2015 in North American Journal of Fisheries Management 35(5)

• Previously accepted that telemetry tags shouldn’t 

exceed 2% of the body weight, but there has been little 

field research justifying Winter’s (1983) tag-weight 

guidance

• Studied the dispersal of 48 hatchery-raised fish in 

Wisconsin (Fox River and Wold River) with tags either 

2% or 4% of their body weight

• Found that fish can handle larger tags (which may 

allow scientists to gather more detailed data or install 

more batteries so signals last longer)



Issue of the Week – The Energy 

East Pipeline



The Energy East Pipeline – What is 

it?

• 3,000 km of existing 

natural gas pipeline to 

crude oil service and 

will include the 

construction of 1,600 

km of new pipeline

• 1.1 million barrels a day

• The EEP plans to run 

between Hardisty, Alta., 

to Saint John, N.B. 



The Energy East Pipeline –

General Information

The Council of Canadians

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QT25AJm

0Pi8

Rick Mercer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZfCWlTBL

DJE&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QT25AJm0Pi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZfCWlTBLDJE&feature=youtu.be






S/I Update – Climate Change 

Bake Sale
• Taking place on February 3rd

• Doodle poll has been created so people can sign up for shifts 
or to bake

• Climate Change themed baked goods?

– http://communitytable.parade.com/386725/jillmills/17-of-the-best-
earth-day-fun-food-recipe-ideas-for-kids/

• Flyers from Advertising?

http://communitytable.parade.com/386725/jillmills/17-of-the-best-earth-day-fun-food-recipe-ideas-for-kids/


S/I Update – “This Changes 

Everything” Screening

• Everything is booked!

• Needs PROMOTION! (Invite your 

friends)

• Have an introductory slide about SCB 

 Advertising?

• Could put up a final slide about action 

 S/I?

• Baked goods for the screening? Tea? 

Bake sale leftovers?



S/I Update – “This Changes 

Everything” Screening

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQhflH4alO0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQhflH4alO0


Photo Contest Update – Prize 

Collection

• Went to a bunch of stores on 

campus last week and were 

able to collect some prizes

• Will be collecting more prizes 

on Friday morning at 10:30am

• All are welcome to attend!

• We will be passing around a 

sign-up sheet if you want to go



Committee Updates

• Do we have any updates from…

– Advertising/Social?

• Saturday social

• Sign-up sheet for bringing food and 

drinks

– Education?

• Science Rendezvous worksheet

• Schoolyard Naturalization Activities

– Additional updates from S/I or 

Photo Contest?



Membership Fee Collection

• We will be passing around a cash box 

and member list

• If you wish to be an official member of 

SCB, place $5 in the box and sign your 

name

• If you aren’t able to give $5, just sign 

your name 



External Initiatives

• EEB Seminar: “Better to be young, early, or big? 

Disentangling the causes of selection on flowering 

time” on January 28th (Tomorrow!)

– https://eebseminar.wordpress.com/

• Cross-Country Skiing Race at Little Cat on 

January 31st

– http://www.queensevents.ca/event/little-cat-classic-

ski-race/

• Container Drive run by ASUS Good Times Diner 

on January 29th

– http://www.queensevents.ca/event/asus-good-times-

diner-container-drive/

https://eebseminar.wordpress.com/
http://www.queensevents.ca/event/little-cat-classic-ski-race/
http://www.queensevents.ca/event/asus-good-times-diner-container-drive/

